WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

alone meant an annual expenditure of more than
600,000,000 pesetas. No precedent exists for such ex-
travagance, particularly since, if these wages had been
reduced by half, a minimum of a thousand million
pesetas could have been used for propaganda and espionage,
a sum more than sufficient to change the course of the
War, and even the opinions of the great Powers, who made
such poor use of their Pact of Non-intervention.

The enemy, on the other hand, had a magnificent
Secret Service. It is true that they found it easy to use, and
took advantage of our ingenuousness, or, if you like, our
generosity.

As a matter of fact, it was known in the Republican
zone that some Embassies and Consulates were centres of
espionage, and that one or two of them, like that of
Turkey, kept quite an important Nationalist staff. This
one was formed by Generals Barbero and Mendez
Queipo, and was made up of senior officers and officers
who had good reputations as tacticians. The number of
professional soldiers taking refuge in the Embassies,
Legations and Consulates of Madrid, must have been very
large. As a point of reference I would point out that a
little before the surrender, in spite of the fact that many of
them had been exchanged, more than 700 Senior Officers
and Officers remained under foreign flags. Their relations
and friends came and went in these privileged buildings
with complete freedom, so that it was extremely easy to
gather magnificent information which was sent to the
Nationalists in Diplomatic Bags.